Schmidt 2027: Submit your self-nomination
Applications for final year STEMM PhD students to self-nominate for the 2027 Schmidt Science Fellowship are now open.  

This self-nomination is the first phase of the application process. Cambridge applications will be submitted to a senior academic panel coordinated by the Postdoc Academy. Up to eight applications will be shortlisted. Shortlisted applicants only will be able to apply directly to Schmidt during the second phase. 
Please complete the form below and return with following attachments to fellowships@admin.pda.ac.uk. 
Attachments to this email should include:
· The completed form saved as a PDF.
· Your letter of interest. PDF only. 500 words max, stating motivation and suitability, referring to the aims of the programme and person specification and including detail about the direction and rationale for your pivot.
· Your CV. PDF only. 2 sides of A4 max; publications and presentations may be included as additional pages; must include your full legal name, University of Cambridge or partner institute email address and the scientific field of your PhD.  

Your application is incomplete without a reference from your principal supervisor and a Statement of Good Standing from your Department or Institute. 
Ensure that you send the following links to the required people:
· Reference form to your principal supervisor: https://bit.ly/Schmidt-Reference-Partners 
· Statement of Good Standing to a senior administrator or academic within your department who has access to HR records: https://bit.ly/Schmidt-Goodstanding-Partners

Deadline: Applications for the self-nomination phase close at 23:59 on 29 March 2026. All the required information must be received before this date to be considered by the panel. 

Please ensure that you read the information on our website carefully before sending your self-nomination. Incomplete or incorrectly submitted applications will not be considered by the panel.

There is further information on the Schmidt website that you will find very useful when preparing your self-nomination.

If you have any questions, please first check the links above. If you are still unsure, contact fellowships.pda@admin.cam.ac.uk. 
Unless otherwise indicated, please fill in all fields on this form. We cannot accept incomplete applications.



	Name:
	Please add your name
	Partner Institute:  
	Choose a partner

	Email address: 
	Please add your Institute/University email address
	Department:  
	If you work for the MRC within the University, please add your department
	MRC only


	Supervisor’s name:  
	Please add your supervisor’s name
	Please tell us the name of your principal supervisor or PI, who will be submitting your reference


	
Title of your PhD thesis: 


	Please add the title of your PhD thesis


	
Summary of your research pivot:


	[bookmark: Pivot]Max 750 characters

	
 Schmidt expects self-nominees to show a clear-cut and ambitious change of discipline from their PhD to the proposed postdoc research. Please include in brief, your current area of research and the area to which you intend to pivot. There is no need to include a lot of detail at this point. You will have the opportunity to explain this in your letter of self-nomination. For more information on the pivot, please see the PdA website.


	Expected submission date for PhD:  

	Please add the month and year you expect to submit your thesis
	
Note that the Schmidt requires applicants to complete all requirements for the conferral of their PhD i.e. the unconditional approval of their thesis, between 01 May 2026, and 30 June 2027. 


	
I confirm that, if successful, I will be available to
☐  start my Fellowship in July 2027 or October 2027
☐  attend virtual onboarding activities from April 2027 to July 2028
☐  attend in-person convenings from October 2027


	
☐  I confirm that I have requested my reference and statement of good standing and have sent the required people the links to the forms they need to fill in

Links to the forms are available at the top of this page and on the PdA website. 


	Gender:
	Choose your gender
	We collect this information to report internally and track trends in self-nomination and selection year on year. Data is anonymised before reporting. The gender of self-nominees does not play a role in the selection of self-nominees chosen to apply to Schmidt.


	
Where did you hear about the Schmidt Fellowship?


	Tell us where you heard about the Schmidt Fellowship


